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UN ITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
Region 1

1 Congress Street. Suite 1 1OO
BOSTON, MA O21 14-2023

FAC SIMILE TRANS MI S S I ON
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The information contained in this facsimile message, a d any and all aceomparying ao"@* :i
constitutes conJidential intormation. This information is the property of the United States 

-

Environmental Ptotection Agenqt. If you are not tle intended recipient oJ this information' aty
disclosure, copying, d\tribution, or the taking of 6ny actiu'r in rcliance on this izformation is
sntaty prohihited. Ifyou receive this message in error, Please nolf! me imnedialely to make
arrangements fur its relwn, Thank you.

Tol Eurika Durr, Clerk of the Board
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(202)233-0L2L

Joshua Caditz, Assietant Regionsl Counsel
US EPA Region 1

Thursday, April 05, 2007
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC|ION AGENCY
RECION I

ONE CONGFESS STEEET SUNE 11OO
BOSTON, TIASSACHUSETTS O21 | +2023

BYFACSIMILE

April 5,2007

Eruika Dun, Clerk of the Board
Environmental Appeals Board (MC 11038)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
tuiel Rios Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460-0001

Re: Town of Northbridge Wastewater Treatment Plant
Appeal No. NPDES 06-1 1

Dear Ms. Durr:

Enciosed please find a facsimile of the following Status RePod in the above-captioned
matter, as well as.a certificate of service, I am also mailing you the original Status Report and
submitting an electronio copy.

Please contact me al617-918-1787, orby fax at 617 -918-Q787 orby elecronic mail at
CadiD.Joshua@epa.gqv! if you need to discuss this filing.

Sincerely,

Regional Counsel

Mr. Jeffrey T. Blake, Esq., Kopelman and Paige
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BEFORE TTIE ENVIRONME}ITAL APPEALS EOARD
UMTED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIOfrEffi,I6' ]:iJ IJ. I ?

wAslIINGToN, D.c. 
. ,:.r,:;i. i;,.iiiALS E0rxftJ

Iu re:

Town of Northbridge Wastewater
Treatment Plant

MDES Permit Mj;0100722

Appeal No. NPDES 06-11

STATUS REPORT oN SETTLpMENT DrsCUssIoNs

Th€ United Staks Environmental Protection Agency, New England Region

("Regiorf') respectfully submits this Stahn Report to the Environmental Appeals Board

("Board") with respect to the above.captioned matter,

DACKGROIJND

On September 13,2006, the Region reissued NPDES Permit No. MA0100722

("Permit') to the Toua:, authorizing wastewater discharges from the Nodhbridgc

Wastewater Treatnent Plant into aa rmaamed tibutary to the Blackstone River and

establisbing efnuent limitations, monitioriug requiremeuts, and olher conditions for such

discharges. On October 16,2006, the Town filed a petition for review by the Board

contesting the Permit's phosphorus limit of 0.2 mg/l from April I - October 31, the

phosphorus linrit of 1.0 mg/l from Noveuiber I - March 31 , and the fecal coliform limits

for the period of November I - Marcb 31 . The Board received the petition on ootober

16,2006, and directed the Region to respond to the petition no later than Decembor 4,

2006.
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on November 29,2006,the Board granted a stay of the proceedings until March

6,2007, tci enable thi parties to negotiate a settlement of the issues raised in the petition

for review. The Board also directed the parties to submiN by January 10, 2007, a status

report on the progress of sefilement discussions. on January 10, 2002, the Region filed a

status report with the Board. on January 30, 2007, the Toum submitted a report to the

Region proposing a full-scale testing program to evaluate several alternatives for meeting

tlre phosphorus pennit limits, On February 14,2Q07,+ke Region filed a motion to extend

the stay ofprboeeding$ in order io eval'ate rhe To*m's proposal. bn February ls,zo}Z,

the Board granted an eKension ofthe stay ofproceedings until May 3, zoo7, and directed

the parties to submit a stahrs report on the progress of settlement discussions no later tban

April 5,2007.

STATUS REPORT

The parties'continue to work towards settlement of the appeal of the phosphonrs

limirs- The parties are ourrently focusing drscussions o4 tfie timing and mechanisms for

accomplishing the Townrs proposal for short-term testing of phosphorus teatuent

options. The parties are pranning to meet in April, to d€termire vihether a mutually

agreeable approach ro such testing can be reached. subsequent to that meeting, and no

later than May 3, 2002, the Region will report to the Board as to whether such an

agreement has been reached_

with respect to the contested fecal colifo'n rimits for rhe period of November r -

March 3l ("year roirnd disinfection condition',), the Region has decided to withdraw a11d
' reproposb the rimits in order rc take public comments on the timits. This w'l address the

Town's concerns over tbe Region's decision to irnpose the year round disinfeition
conditioq after the close oft he public commeff perio4 wirhout rejf,ruing a nudifrlJ-
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draft permit for public comment. See Petition for Review at 19-20. As tho EAB has not

yet issued a decision as to wherher to gxant.the Town's petition for review, the Region

intends to exercise its authority uuder 40 C.F.R. $ 124.19(d) to withdraw the permit's

fecal colifonn lirnits for the period of November 1 - Maroh 31. In accordance with 40

C.F.R. $ 124. 19(d), the Region will then issue for public commEnt a drafr permit

modifloation which would contain proposed fecal colifomr limits for the period of

November I - March 3 1. The draft permit modification will pr<iceed through the same

process ofpublic comment and opportunity for public hearing aS would apply to any

other permit modification subject to 40 C.F.R. Part 124.

One Congress St. - Suite I 100
Bostou" MA 02114-2023
Phonq (617) 918-1787
Fax (617) 918-0787
Caditz.Joshua@epa. gov

,t-
Dated: April S.2007

Respectfu lly submitted,

United States EPA,

As{istant Regional Cbus
US-EPARegion 1 (RAA)



trR-@,5-24@7 t?t L9

In the Matter of: Town of Northbridge Wastewater Treatnent plant
Appeat No. NPDES 06-1 1

P.W

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Joshua caditz, hereb.y certifr that one originar copy ofthe foregoing status Report
uas mailed by First class Mail ori this 5ih day of April, 2007 to the Environriental App.ul,
l^"f-l 1191B,Ariel Rios Building, 1200 pennsylvaniaAvenue, N.W., Washingtoa DC
20460-0001,.and that a copy of the foregoing was sent by First class Mail, poslge prepaid,
to the following person:

Mr. Jeffrey T. Blake, Esq.
Kopelman and Paige, P.C,
l0l Arch Steet
Boston, MA 02110

Dated: April 5,2007


